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Special Education Laws Through the Years



1965

1974

1973

• Prohibits discrimination against 

students with disabilities in terms of 

federal funding

• Defines the term Appropriate Education

Elementary & Secondary Education Act 

• Gives students and families the 

rights to due process in special 

education cases

• Grants federal funding for gifted 

and talented students

• Free and reduced lunch program 

provisions

• Initiatives to help low income families

• Additional teachers for low income 

schools

Vocational Rehabilitation Act

& Section 504 

Educational Amendments Act



1975

1990

1986

1990

Education of Handicapped

Act Amendments

• Free and appropriate education for 

students with disabilities (3-5)

• Early intervention programs for children 

with disabilities (Birth-2)

• Defines the Least Restrictive 

Environment (LRE)

• Individualized Education Programs 

(IEP)

• Requires free and appropriate 

education for students with disabilities

Education for all Handicapped Children Act

• Prohibits discrimination against people 

with disabilities in the workforce

• Provides equal opportunity to 

employment, accommodations, 

services, transportation, etc…

Americans with Disabilities Act

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

• Transition program at age 16

• Bilingual education programs

• Extends special education services to 

include social work, rehabilitation

• Due process in education

• Confidentiality in student info



1997

2004

2001

2015

No Child Left Behind Act

• Early intervention reading programs

• School choice for students from failing 

schools

• Highly qualified teachers

• Increased accountability on schools

• Mediation to resolve differences

• General Ed teacher part of IEP

• Students with disabilities take state 

tests

• Behavior management plan

• Students with disabilities continue 

services even if they are expelled from 

school

IDEA Amendments

• Higher standards for special education 

teacher license and certification

• Increase funding to early intervention 

services

• USE of RTI (Response To Intervention)

IDEA Improvement Act

Every Student Succeeds Act

• Gives more control to the states in terms 

of the standardized testing & 

consequences for low performance

• Only 1% of students overall can be given 

alternative assessments

• Bully prevention plans



01 02 03 04

Honig v DoeP.A.R.C. v Pennsylvania Hudson v Rowley Mills v BOE

Schools cannot 

expel students for 

behaviors based on 

the disability

States cannot deny 

mentally retarded 

children access to 

free public 

education

Schools provide 

sufficient, but not the 

best possible 

education (FAPE)

Free And Appropriate 

Education

Schools must provide 

supplemental services 

needed for children to 

attend school at no cost 

to the parent

Supportive Case Law



NETFLIX - “AMEND” 14th Amendment



Common Terms Used In The
Special Education Classroom



IEP

504BIP

An IEP outlines the program of special education instruction, 
supports, and services kids need to make progress and thrive in 
school. Some people refer to the written document that outlines 
this as the IEP (in which case p can stand for plan).

Individualized Education Program (IEP)

A blueprint for supporting a student with a disability by removing 
barriers. It gives the student equal access to learning in the 
general education classroom. Students with 504 plans tend not 
to need specialized instruction (special education). These plans 
prevent discrimination. Covered under Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act.

504 Plan

A plan designed to proactively teach and reinforce positive 
behavior. Typically, the plan uses strategies to prevent and address 
behavior that gets in the way of learning. It may also have supports 
and aids for the student. A BIP is often included as part of an IEP. 
To get a BIP, a student must have a functional behavioral 
assessment.

Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP)



FERPA

SOLEO

(FERPA) generally requires written parent or “eligible student” consent before an 
educational agency (district) or institution (school) discloses student education 
records and the personally identifiable information (PII) contained therein, FERPA 
gives schools and districts flexibility to disclose PII, under certain limited 
circumstances, in order to maintain school safety.

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

may include, but is not limited to, a teacher, school principal, president, 
chancellor, board member, trustee, registrar, counselor, admissions officer, 
attorney, accountant, human resources professional, information systems 
specialist, and support or clerical personnel. Typically, a school official 
would have a “legitimate educational interest” if he or she needs to review 
an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibilities.

School Official

any individual, office, department, division, or other component of a school or 
district, such as a unit of police officers or security guards, that is officially 
authorized or designated by that school or district to (1) enforce any local, State, 
or federal law, or refer to appropriate authorities a matter for enforcement of any 
local, State, or federal law, against any individual or organization other than the 
agency or institution itself; or (2) maintain the physical security and safety of the 
agency or institution. 34 CFR § 99.8(a)(1)

Law Enforcement Unit



PBIS

ATSAS

(PBIS) is a proactive, schoolwide approach used to promote positive behavior and 
improve school safety. PBIS creates a school culture in which all students learn 
about behavior and use a common language to talk about it.

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 

Any device, equipment, or software that helps students learn, communicate, 
and function better in school. AT ranges from simple tools (like highlighters) 
to high-tech software (like apps that read text aloud).

Assistive Technology 

These are supports to help students learn in the general education classroom. 
They can include equipment or assistive technology, like audiobooks or 
highlighted classroom notes. They may also include training for staff members to 
help them learn how to work with students based on their specific needs.

Supplementary Aids and Services



MODIFICATIONS

Modifications are generally made for 
students with significant cognitive 

and/or physical disabilities. A 
modification does not alter content 

knowledge. Instead, it creates a 
learning environment for that specific 

student.

ACCOMODATIONS

ANY student can have accommodations, 
not just students with a 504 plan or an 

Individualized Education Program (IEP). 
When utilizing accommodations, it is 

important to remember it as a way “to 
make it fit”. This is because it is an 

adaptation that one does to the learning 
environment. A

M• Extended time

• Frequent breaks

• Changes in the classroom including varying activities

• Preferential Seating

• The physical arrangement of the room

• Copies of notes/guided notes/study guides

• Computer/Calculator/Word Processor/Large Print

• Shortening test length or making changes to a test

• Read aloud-computer and/or teacher

• Course level of the student

• Standards

• Location

• Timing

• Scheduling

• Expectations



• When Brendan is tired and/or is unable to 
access what he wants, he is likely to tantrum

Brendan Case Study 

• Sometimes throws an object when someone 
places a demand to go somewhere

• Likely to wander or run and then, at times, 
become physically aggressive

Problems



Before PBS



• Brendan will be taught to say “I don’t want 
to” or “I’m all done” or “I want to go” to 
express protest, terminate an activity, or 
escape. 

Brendan Case Study

• Brendan will be taught to share and take 
turns with his during play

• Brendan will be provided with predictable 
visual schedules.

Solutions



After PBS



1. STUDENT INFORMATION

6. IDENTIFY STRENGTHS

2. IEP TEAM

5. PRESENT LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
PERFORMANCE

4. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

3. DISABILITY

7. IDENTIFY NEEDS

8. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

9. PROGRESS REPORTING

10. RELATED SERVICES

11. PARTICIPATION

12. LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT

Parts of an

IEP



• NAME

• AGE

• GRADE

• GUARDIANS

• CONTACT INFO

• ADDRESS

STUDENT INFORMATION



School Psychologist

Case Manager

Reading Teacher

Parent

Paraprofessional

Teacher

Student

Speech Pathologist

Meet The IEP Team



1 or Multiple

Disability



LP O P

PRESENT LEVEL PERFORMANCEOF

The Present Level of Education Performance describes the child’s current abilities, 

skills, challenges, and strengths. It may also discuss social skills and behavior.



IDENTIFY

STRENGTHS

IDENTIFY

NEEDS

• Identify words that begin 
with the same sound

• Articulation skills

• Rapidly name all letters of 
alphabet

• Computational and 
problem solving

• Mathematics, specifically 
when solving problems

NEEDS

• Systematic, intense, and 
direct instruction in reading 
using structured language 
and multisensory techniques 
in order to develop 
phonological, decoding, and 
automaticity skills. 

• Directions and instructions 
broken down into single units 
with modeling and visual 
clues.

• Decoding, Fluency, 
Comprehension, Writing

STRENGTHS



Blind or 

Visually 

Impaired?

Deaf or 

Hearing 

Impaired?

Communication 

Needs?

Assistive

Technology?

Limited 

English?

Behaviors That 

Impede 

Learning?

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS



• LONG TERM GOAL: Kristen will increase her reading from the 
late Third-grade level to the late Fourth-grade level.

• METHOD OF EVALUATION: Given pre-teaching of new 
vocabulary, picture supports, and up to three adult prompts, 
Kristen will correctly answer comprehension questions about 
events in a late Fourth grade text.

• SHORT TERM GOAL: Evan will orally say the beginning and 
ending sounds when presented with words

• METHOD OF EVALUATION: Evan will recall 5 factual details 
using visual imagery from oral presentations given by the 
teacher.

Academic Performance & 
Functional/Developmental Performance

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Measurable Long & Short Term Goals



DOCUMENTATION

NOTES

PROGRESS

PROGRESS REPORTS



EARLY IDENTIFICATION OF SPED

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

COUNSELING

PARENT COUNSELING

MEDICAL

PSYCHOLOGY

SPEECH LANGUAGE AND AUDIO 

RECREATION & OT

SOCIAL WORK

INTERPERETING

ORIENTATION & MOBILITY

PHYSICAL THERAPY

RELATED SERVICES



LEAST

RESTRICTIVE

ENVIRONMENT

Educational Placement 
– Type of service, Type 
of Support, % of Full 

time learning

PARTICIPATION

This section explains 
how and to what 

extent the child will 
be included in 

general education 
classes and other 

activities, including 
state tests.

P

L

R

E



A Crisis Plan is a reactive plan that 
outlines what will happen to the child 

who violates a school rule and 
endangers himself, herself, or others. 
A Crisis Plan lists the steps taken after 
a problem behavior has happened. It 
focuses on immediate elimination of 
the dangerous behavior and outlines 

an agreed upon approach to stopping 
the behavior in an emergency.

BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION PLAN

When a child’s behavior is disruptive 
of his or her learning or that of others, 

the IEP team is required by federal 
law to consider the use of positive 
behavior interventions, strategies, 

and supports to address the problem.

CRISIS PLAN

“We Got a Runner”

An Elopement Plan outlines the steps to take 
when a student runs from a classroom or 

from the school.

ELOPEMENT PLAN MEDICAL PLAN

Will provide guidance for health related 
interventions.

Allergies, Diabetes, Seizures



Specific Learning Disability

Hearing Impairment

Autism Spectrum Disorder

Deafness

Other Health Impairment

Emotional Disturbance

Visual Impairment

Orthopedic Impairment

Intellectual Impairment

Traumatic Brain Injury

Speech or Language 
Impairment

Developmental Delay

Deaf-Blindness Multiple Disabilities

Disability

Categories



AUTISM

SPECTRUM

DISORDER
AUTISM

A developmental disorder of variable 

severity that is characterized by difficulty 

in social interaction and communication 

and by restricted or repetitive patterns of 

thought and behavior.

Covers a wide range of symptoms, but it mainly 

affects a child’s social and communication 

skills. It can also impact behavior.



Autism & Kids



EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE

Anxiety Disorder Schizophrenia Bipolar Disorder OCD Depression

Any of various disorders 

(such as panic disorder, 

obsessive-compulsive 

disorder, a phobia, or 

generalized anxiety 

disorder) in which anxiety is 

a predominant

Delusions, 

hallucinations, 

disorganized 

speech and 

behavior

Extreme mood 

swings

Obsessive-

Compulsive Disorder. 

Repetitive actions 

that seem impossible 

to stop

Persistent feeling 

of sadness and 

loss of interest



OCD



INTELLECTUAL

DISABILITY
DOWN SYNDROME

A genetic condition in which a 

person has an extra chromosome

Kids have below-average intellectual 

ability including poor communication, 

poor self-care, poor social skills



DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY
Child age 3-9 with a developmental delay in physical, 

cognitive, social, emotional or adaptive development, etc…



SPEECH & LANGUAGE

IMPAIRMENT

LANGUANGEPRONOUNCINGSTUTTERING



DEAFNESS
Kids can’t hear most or all sounds, even with 

hearing aid



VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

This includes both partial 

sight and blindness, 

corrective eyewear 

disqualifies student



SEVERE

HEARING LOSS

SEVERE

VISION LOSS
DEAF-BLINDNESS



HEARING IMPAIRMENT

Defined as hearing loss not covered by the definition of 

deafness. Includes hard of hearing.



ORTHOPEDIC

IMPAIRMENT
Cerebral Palsy

A group of disorders that affect 

movement, muscle tone, balance, 

and posture.

Kids lack function or ability in 

their bodies.



TRAUMATIC BRAIN

INJURY

Brain injury caused by an 

accident or some kind of 

physical force



SPECIFIC

LEARNING

DISABILITY

(SLD)

A learning disorder that affects your 

ability to read, spell, write, and speak.

Dyslexia

Dysgraphia

Dyscalculia

Auditory Processing Disorder 

The inability to write coherently, as a 

symptom of brain disease or damage.

A severe difficulty in making arithmetical 

calculations, as a result of brain disorder.

The trouble processing and making sense of 

sounds in the brain.



Dyslexia



OTHER

HEALTH

IMPAIRMENT

(ADHD) is a disorder marked by an ongoing pattern of 

inattention and/or hyperactivity-impulsivity that 

interferes with functioning or development

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

Predominantly Inattentive Presentation

Predominantly Hyperactive-Impulsive Presentation

The person fidgets and talks a lot. It is hard to sit still. Smaller children may run, jump 

or climb constantly. Restless and has trouble with impulsivity. Interrupt others a lot, 

grab things from people. Speak at inappropriate times. Hard for the person to wait 

their turn or listen to directions. Have more accidents and injuries than others.

Hard to organize or finish a task, pay attention to details, or 

follow instructions or conversations. Distracted or forgets 

details of daily routines.



MULTIPLE

DISABILITIES

SCHIZ

BIPOLAR

ADHD

ANXIETY

DEPRESSED



LESSON PLANS



TEAM MEETING

TEACH

PREPARE

CHOOSE LESSONS



LEARN ABOUT DISABILITIES

CLASSROOM

STRENGTHS & NEEDS

PLOP

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

TEAM MEETING



OPIOD OTC/RX

5TH – 6TH
3RD – 4TH

PRE K – 2ND

CHOOSE LESSONS



1 2 3 4

PRE K – 2ND EARLY GRADES LESSONS

Who Can You Call In 

Case Of An 

Emergency?

Why Is It Safer To 

Follow 

Directions?

How Can We Tell What 

Is Safe To Touch, Taste, 

Smell, Or Eat?

Why It Is Important To 

Know What Is Going 

On Around You?

5 6 7 8
What Do You Do If You 

Are Approached By 

Someone You Don’t 

Know?

What Are You 

Feeling?

What Should You 

Do If You Are 

Angry?

What Should We Do If 

We See Or Hear 

Hurtful Behaviors?

Zones of Regulation



4321

3RD – 4TH EARLY GRADE LESONS

Laws and 
Rules to 

Keep Safe

Becoming a 
Good Citizen

Drugs May 
Help or Harm

Handling Conflicts 
w/o Bullying or 

Violence



54321
Responsibility & 

DDMM

Tobacco, 

Alcohol, 

Marijuana, & 

Vaping

Risks & 

Consequences
Peer Pressure Stress

ELEMENTARY 5th – 6th

109876

Communication Listening Bullying
Helping 

Others
Help Network



1 2 3 4

Ways to Stay 

Safe, 3-4th

Grade

Safety Tips for 

Storing and 

Using 

Medicines, 3-

4th Grade

Prescription and 

Over the Counter 

Drugs Lesson 1, 5-

6th Grade

Prescription and 

Over the Counter 

Drugs Lesson 2, 5-

6th Grade

K-12 Opioid & OTC/Rx Lessons



PREPARE

LESSONS

1. Develop outlines for each lesson prior 

to program start or develop a week in 

advance.

2. Include visuals, interactive 

activities, measurable tasks based 

on PLOP.

3. Review lesson plans to 

confirm they meet the IEP 

goals and guidelines.

6. Get feedback from staff, 

parents, students.

5. Be on time for class. SPED has 

strict schedule.

4. Present the lesson plans, materials, 

and ideas to teacher prior to class for 

approval.



PHYSICAL

VERBAL

AUDITORY

LOGICAL

SOCIAL

SOLITARY

VISUAL

7

S
T

Y

L
E

S



7 Learning Styles



DAVID BURKE

WASHINGTON POLICE DEPT

301 JEFFERSON ST

WASHINGTON, MO 63090

W: 636-390-1050

C: 314-808-3534

DBURKE@WASHMO.GOV



GROUP ACTIVITY

PUT THE PUZZLE 
PIECES TOGETHER



LEARN ABOUT STUDENT

• REVIEW IEP

• GATHER INFO

• IDENTIFY NEEDS

PICK A DARE LESSON

• CHOOSE ONE LESSON TO TEACH

• PLOP LEVEL

• MEETS NEEDS

DEVELOP LESSON PLAN

• ELEMENTS OF LESSON

• TEACHING STYLE

• MEASURABLE GOAL(S)



STUDENT INFO

• 5TH Grade (10 YO)

• LRE Classroom

• Autism

• ADHD

CONSIDERATIONS

• Single Step Directions

• Difficulty taking turns

• Sensory motor breaks

• 3-4 attempts to respond

STRENGTHS

• Enjoys computers and movies

• Excellent memorization skills

• Does well with concrete tasks

• Athletic and energetic

GOALS

• Greet others w/ eye contact

• Classifying objects into categories

• Write 5 letter words

• Engage in pretend play activities

LUKE

NEEDS
• Difficulty understanding social cues

• Inappropriate conversations w/ strangers

• Easily influenced by peer interaction

• Understanding safety rules and boundaries

PLOP

• Reading & Math at 3rd Grade Lvl

• Student thinks literally

• Students nearby are distraction

• Blurts out answers or comments



How will you measure the goal for lesson?

How will you teach this lesson?

Why did you choose this lesson?

Which lesson did you choose?


